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St Luke’s Church, Charlton



I am delighted to
present Cory
Environmental
Trust in Britain’s
Annual Report,
which details many
of the successful
projects funded by
the Trust throughout 2013. The Trust
reached a milestone in 2013, celebrating
its 10th birthday. This was marked with a
special competition, whereby projects
could bid to win a special jackpot of
£100,000 for the best environmental,
heritage or community project. 

The standard of entrants was very high, which provided a

difficult task to pick a winner. Indeed, such was the

quality of the projects presented that we decided to

amend the rules of our own competition and award two

runners-up prizes.

The three finalists were invited to make a presentation to the

Trustees at the Trust’s September meeting. The winning

£100,000 bid was the Iconic Gateway Project, which

involved the transformation of a bleak, modernist bridge

structure in Thamesmead, in the London Borough of

Bexley, into a striking landmark through the use of

architectural lighting, sculpture and restoration. ‘Runners-

up’ were the West of England B-Lines Project, delivered by

the charity Buglife, and Rediscovering the 18th Century

Terraces at Dyrham Park, a National Trust property to the

east of Bristol, each of which were awarded £50,000

towards their projects.

All three projects were of an exceptionally high standard,

delivering a wide range of benefits to local people, and I

look forward to presenting case studies on each of them in

next year’s annual report following their delivery during this

coming year.

Outside of the 10th Birthday celebrations, the Trust has

been as busy as ever, supporting a wide array of

community and conservation projects, sporting

organisations and heritage protection schemes through the

Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). Over £650,000 has been

awarded to community projects, ranging from a contribution

towards the establishment of a community shop to the

conversion of a redundant and derelict library into a

community centre. Sporting facilities benefited from grants

totalling around £200,000, with a major pitch drainage

project being a significant sign of the wet winters we now

seem to suffer. A key priority of the Trust remains projects

which protect and enhance the natural environment, and

grants have been awarded to a number of nature

organisations, including the Wildlife Trusts, the Woodland

Trust and Buglife to deliver projects worth over £250,000.

The Trustees meet three times a year to discuss

applications and select those which will have the strongest

benefits for the communities in which they are based. The

Trust continues to focus its attentions in the vicinity of Cory

Environmental Limited’s landfill sites in St Helens, Dudley,

South Gloucestershire, Sevenoaks, Wrexham, and also in

the London Borough of Bexley, where Cory Environmental’s

Riverside Resource Recovery Facility is located.

Foreword from Chairman Peter Gerstrom
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Since its inception, Cory Environmental Trust in Britain has

granted £10.2 million to over 260 projects. Over the years

the scheme has evolved and developed, with regulations

and guidance coming from Government through ENTRUST,

the scheme regulator, which influence   how the funds are

spent. Indeed, over the past two years Environmental

Bodies such as ours have been under pressure to reduce

the amount of ‘unspent’ funds by 25 per cent of the

amount held in 2010. 

Despite these ‘unspent’ funds actually being ‘allocated’ and

waiting to be drawn down by project applicants, CETB has

endeavoured to meet this challenge by prioritising projects

that are able to deliver more quickly and encouraging

applicants to draw down on funds awarded more efficiently,

the result of which has been a reduction in funds held of

over 46 per cent. To date, as Trustees we feel we have

been able to meet this challenge without impacting on the

quality of the projects selected for funding, however we do

call upon Government not to extend the challenge any

further, as by doing so there is a real danger that some very

good projects will be missed and the quality of the scheme

may be adversely affected for little material gain.

Another significant issue is the reduction of the scheme in

the 2014 budget by almost 10%, with £7.1million being

diverted to tackle waste crime. Whilst the Treasury may see

the use of landfill tax in this way as closely related to its

original purposes, we do not and feel that it is money that

could be better spent through the LCF, targeting some of

the most deprived communities which deserve to be

compensated for the inevitable effect of landfill on their local

environment. We hope that this diversion is not repeated

again and that the full amount of the scheme is reinstated if

not increased in future budgets.

As the LCF has evolved, so Cory Environmental Limited’s

approach to contributing is changing. In areas where

landfill has declined or commercial operations have

changed, smaller local Trusts funded by the company are

being consolidated into Cory Environmental Trust in

Britain. This will mean that CETB is able to monitor

assets funded through the LCF more efficiently and this

programme of consolidation will continue over the

coming years as the LCF ultimately closes as landfill

banks diminish. To date, Cory Environmental Trust in

Britain has taken over the assets of Cory Environmental

Trust in Thurrock and Cory Environmental Trust in East

Northants, with several others in the pipeline. 

In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to

thank all of the organisations and the people behind

them for their hard work, exuberance and enthusiasm in

bringing such high quality projects to the table for funding

by the Trust. I would also like to thank my fellow Trustees,

who freely volunteer their time and expertise. 

If you have a community project which you feel would

benefit from Trust funding, please contact Cory

Environmental Trust in Britain’s Trust Secretary, Angela

Haymonds, to see if we can lend our assistance.

Alternatively, you can also download an application form

from the Trust’s website: www.cetb.org.uk.

Peter Gerstrom

Chairman, Cory Environmental Trust in Britain

Foreword from Chairman Peter Gerstrom continued...
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River Cray Riverkeeper
Coordinator
Environmental improvements have been made to Bexley’s waterways

thanks to a £106,035 grant from CETB. 

A full-time Riverkeeper Coordinator has been employed to lead efforts

to protect and enhance a stretch of the River Cray in the London

Borough of Bexley for public amenity and wildlife.

The Riverkeeper has managed a programme of community involvement

and environmental improvement activities along the River Cray, Foots

Cray Meadows and the Erith Thames Riverside, that has seen the

removal of litter and fly-tipping and the careful management of

vegetation and wildlife.

River Cray, Bexley



A £30,000 CETB grant helped Coed Cadw (the Woodland Trust) improve the
visitor offer at Plas Power and Nant Mill Woods, a beautiful and rare ancient
woodland that cloaks the River Clywedog at Bersham, near Wrexham.

The ‘Investing in People and Woodlands’ project saw a number of
enhancements and improvements made to access facilities and provided a
wide range of learning opportunities through a series of stimulating schools’
discovery activities. 

The CETB grant was used to place stepping stones across the river, make
surface improvements to the Clywedog Trail and increase natural seating
throughout the 34 hectares of stunning woodland, enjoyed by more than
32,000 visitors each year.

Plas Power and Nant Mill Woods:
‘Investing in People and Woodlands’
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Improving visitor access was the central goal of the

18-month ‘Making the Connection’ campaign,

supported by a £50,000 CETB grant.

The project sought to implement some of the key

recommendations of a disability access audit,

providing improvements that will benefit all visitors to

the site, but particularly those with mobility and other

special needs.

In addition to these works, a range of other

improvements were made, including footpaths, seating

and rest points and secure bike racks. 

The car park that serves the community building in the

forest park was also landscaped and re-surfaced,

making the building and park more accessible to a

wider range of users and increasing the visual amenity

of the site.

Warmley Forest Park:
‘Making the Connection –
Connecting People, Green
Spaces and Wildlife’
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Ducky Pond Restoration Project

The Ducky Pond Restoration Project received a CETB grant of

£26,235 to help realise its aim of returning Halewood Park’s

Ducky Pond to its former standing as a high-quality recreational

and environmental resource that is accessible, welcoming and

inviting for the local community.  

A number of improvements have been made both in and around

the pond, which is located in Knowsley, Merseyside. 

New infrastructure, including benches, information panels,

fishing areas and a newly-resurfaced footpath have

complemented the pond restoration works, designed to support

the wide variety of species that live in the park. 

These works saw the flow of water improved, habitat areas

created and wetland plants bedded in to restore the pond’s

visual appeal.

Halewood Park Ducky Pond, Merseyside 



Replacement of Theatre Seats at
Stag Community Arts Centre,
Sevenoaks
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Seating at the Stag Community Arts Centre, installed in the 1980s, had
become tired, worn out and no longer fit for purpose. 

The Sevenoaks theatre’s seats were not comfortable, had restricted leg room
and were occasionally posing a health and safety problem.

A £50,000 CETB grant was used to purchase and install 460 new seats,
specially designed to provide a more comfortable experience for audiences,
whilst meeting the necessary health and safety requirements. 

Within the new seating arrangements, two permanent wheelchair spaces have
been placed next to regular seats to enable sitting with family and friends. 
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Refurbishment of Ruabon 
Play Area
A zip wire has been added to Ruabon Play Area as part of a

substantial refurbishment of the park and play equipment. 

CETB provided a £50,000 grant to go towards the project,

which saw obsolete equipment, some of which dated back 40

years, replaced with new facilities and safer surfacing. 

The new equipment at the North Wales play area was chosen

during consultation events with local children and their parents.

A zip wire was the most requested piece of equipment during

this community engagement, so much so that it was specifically

included in the specification for tenders.

Ruabon Play Area, North Wales



Alyn Waters Play Area Project
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It had long been recognised that a new playground was needed at Alyn

Waters Country Park, Wrexham, but the local authority had not been able

to fund it. 

For many years, schools and groups visiting the park to take part in

outdoor learning had to make do with the outdated wooden playground

equipment. 

A £29,878 CETB grant was used to provide a fully-inclusive play area for

children with disabilities, featuring fixed equipment, new surfacing and a

boulder/mounded area that fitted in with the natural surroundings. 

CETB provided CETRA with a £16,033 grant to remove

a load-bearing pillar from the middle of a community

centre in Haydock, Merseyside and breathe new life

into the building.

Despite the presence of the central pillar, the building

was used for a variety of community events, including

dance classes, Taekwondo, a seniors group, citizens’

advice, police meetings and IT classes for the elderly,

and became a vital resource for the community.

Removing the obstructing pillar opened up the building

to even more community groups and services. 

CETB funding was also used to give the building a

makeover, with new flooring and furnishings installed.

Pillar Removal and
Refurbishment at Church
Estate Tenants &
Residents Association
(CETRA), Haydock
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Ide Hill Community Shop, Sevenoaks

Jump to It – Nanny Goat Park
Skateboard Facility
A disused car parking area was transformed into a community

skatepark thanks to a £50,000 CETB grant. 

The 80-metre facility, designed by young people who live near

the St Helens park, features a number of concrete dips and

ramps as well as raised metal skating surfaces and is enclosed

by a new fence. 

Volunteers at St Helens Youth Service deliver sessions at the

facility one evening per week.

The skatepark provides the local community with a new, exciting

and free facility, which encourages healthy physical activity and

engenders a sense of community and well-being.
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The community in Ide Hill, Sevenoaks, was left without a local shop following the closure

of its Post Office store in July 2011.

A temporary shop selling basic provisions, confectionary, drinks and newspapers was

opened to save residents the 20 minute journey to the nearest supermarket, but a more

permanent solution was needed. 

CETB provided a £25,000 grant which went towards building a new shop and café on

village hall land. The shop stocks high-quality local produce, reducing food miles, and as

the business is built on a social rather than profit-based principle, surpluses are

reinvested in the shop.

Ide Hill Community Shop
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Greatness Park Drainage,
Sevenoaks Town Juniors FC
A broken drainage system was proving to be a regular annoyance as

heavy rain would often result in the waterlogging of Greatness Park.

The park is used at weekends by Sevenoaks Town Juniors FC, a club with

32 teams and more than 500 players aged from six to 17 years old, and by

dog walkers and families throughout the week. 

A £50,000 CETB grant was made available to replace the 20-year-old

drainage system, significantly reducing the number of postponed matches

and ensuring the park and its facilities are accessible all year round.
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Kewford Eagles FC. Dudley

The Grass Roots Project,
Kewford Eagles FC, Wall Heath,
Dudley
Kewford Eagles FC has more than 500 members from the Wall

Heath, Dudley area. The problem for the club was that the quality

of their facilities was among the poorest in the UK and their

pitches were not fit for play. 

This meant they had to rent two pitches from the local Scout

Association. With a grant of £100,000 from CETB together with

funding from a range of other sources, Kewford Eagles were able

to create a new purpose-built home ground, consisting of several

full-sized pitches, training pitches and new changing facilities.

The club’s home ground is now open to public use and for local

schools that do not have their own facilities.



Installation of Three Porous
Macadam Tennis Courts –
Rainford Tennis Club, St Helens
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Before CETB granted the Rainford Tennis Club in St Helens £50,000, the
club was constantly running above capacity, leading to waiting lists and
frustration for would-be players. 

The funding was used to install three new tennis courts, freeing up court
space for members and local residents.

These extra facilities have allowed the club to offer more opportunities to play
tennis to the local community, including local primary and secondary schools. 

It also allows them to host after-school sessions for children. Improved
access means wheelchair users can also play tennis at the club for the 
first time.

A multi use games area has been built at Shenstone

Playing Fields in Shenstone, near Lichfield, providing

the community with free facilities to play football,

basketball and netball all year round. 

Shenstone Playing Fields Management Committee

received a £43,312 CETB grant to go towards the cost

of the installation of the all-weather games area.

The facility provides the Shenstone community with a

local place to go to play an informal game of

basketball or five-a-side football, meaning they no

longer need to travel to the nearest similar games area

which is more than three miles away. 

The bespoke play area features goalposts, basketball

nets and backboards and a raised spectator area.

Shenstone MUGA,
Shenstone Playing Fields
Management Committee
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Sandwell Valley County Park, West Bromwich

Provision of a Mountain Bike
Trail in Sandwell Valley
Country Park
A £25,000 CETB grant was used by Cycling in Sandwell to build

and maintain a 2.5km mountain bike trail in Jubilee Woods in

Sandwell Valley Country Park, West Bromwich.

The new trail has encouraged people of all ages and abilities to

set out on a bike ride, helping to tackle the higher than average

levels of obesity, heart disease and poor mental health recorded

in the Borough. 

The facility is open 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. Visitors who

do not own a bike are able to hire equipment at the Country

Park office. 



Refurbishment of Courts 5 and 6,
Thornbury Lawn Tennis Club
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CETB presented a £10,000 grant to Thornbury Lawn Tennis Club to
contribute towards the refurbishment of two tennis courts. 

The repair works were necessary as years of wear and tear had rendered
the courts unsafe and unplayable. 

Thornbury Lawn Tennis Club is the only club in the South Gloucestershire
market town and has 126 members ranging from five to more than 70
years old. 

With the refurbishment works complete, the club is now reaching out to
the five primary and two secondary schools in the area to increase
participation and promote the benefits of a healthy and active lifestyle. 
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Cycling and walking path, Bexley

A neglected section of cycling and walking path in Bexley that
was littered and overgrown has been improved thanks to a
£8,852 grant from CETB. 

Volunteers from the local community were recruited to carry out
the works, which have seen the 1.8km pathway opened up to all
users, including parents with children in pushchairs, disabled
people and wheelchair users. 

The improvements have encouraged wildlife and also led to
increased public interest in the route. This project forms part of a
larger project to improve cycling and walking facilities throughout
the Bexley area. 

Community Work Days for
National Cycle Network 
Route 1 in Slade Green



Community Hall Regeneration
Project
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A CETB grant of £20,240 was used by St Michael and the Holy Angels RC

Church to improve church hall facilities. 

The funding helped create a community centre that is better equipped to

serve the diverse groups that use the West Bromwich building for a wide

range of community activities – from tea dances to T’ai Chi classes.  

The CETB grant paid for the installation of a new kitchen and storage

facilities. The hall is open every day and is used by a number of 

community groups.

Thirty years of use had left Woodlands Church Hall’s kitchen in desperate need of a refurbishment,

with the plumbing, electrics, cookers and cupboards in a poor state of repair. 

A £20,000 CETB grant helped modernise the kitchen, providing fit-for-purpose facilities for the

Sevenoaks community groups that use the hall on a regular basis, as well as for one-off events

such as local elections and private parties. 

The improved hall has enabled the church to push forward with its wider social cohesion plans,

which aims to bring the most vulnerable members of society together. 

Kitchen Refurbishment for Woodlands 
Church Hall
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St Thomas’ Church Centre,
Wednesfield Team Ministry
A dilapidated former library building in Wednesfield,

Wolverhampton, was converted into a church-run community

centre thanks to a £20,000 CETB grant. 

The new facility, located across the road from St Thomas’ Church,

has provided the community with a place to hold a wide range of

events following the closure of a similar function hall nearby.

Groups use the St Thomas’ Centre to run classes for senior

citizens, jobseekers and young families. 

The centre has also been used to hold meeting for tenants of the

local housing association, a community Spring fair and a newly-

launched carers and toddler group. 

St Thomas’ Church Centre, Wolverhampton



St Luke’s Roof and Tower Repairs
Appeal
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St Luke’s Church is a core community building situated in the centre of The
Village, Charlton, which hosts weddings, funerals, concerts and school
groups throughout the year. 

These services were placed in jeopardy by serious cracks that developed
in the church tower and the gulley roof, causing water damage to the
church interior, and the gradual deterioration of the tower parapet and
lower level brickwork. 

CETB provided the Grade II listed church with a £50,000 grant to go
towards the urgent repair works, ensuring the building can continue to be
used by the local community. 
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St Mary’s Parish Church, Wrexham

Stonework Restoration Project,
St Peter’s Church
Stonework at St Peter’s Church in Newton-le-Willows, near St

Helens, was restored thanks to a £25,000 grant from CETB.

Maintenance work was carried out on the church tower to

prevent the risk of falling debris, while the rapidly deteriorating

porch stonework was also repaired. 

The Grade II listed church is an important local landmark which

has strong links with schools and a variety of community groups

who use the building on a regular basis. 

The CETB funding has ensured the church remains useable by

the whole community and is preserved for future generations.

The warped windows at St Mary’s Parish Church in Ruabon, Wrexham, have been

restored to their former glory following nine months of intricate repair work.

All 22 of the church’s damaged stained glass windows and crumbling surrounding

stonework were repaired thanks to a £66,340 CETB grant. 

The church, which is shared by the Church in Wales and the Catholic Church, welcomes

thousands of visitors through its doors each year as it holds up to six services a week. It

is also a popular venue for concerts and local schools who use the space to hold their

own services.

St Mary’s Restoration of Historic Stained
Glass Windows
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Accounts

Restricted Total Total
Funds Funds Funds

2013 2013 2012
INCOMING RESOURCES £ £ £

Incoming resources from generated funds:

Grants from Landfill Operators 1,196,354 1,196,354 799,788 

Investment income 2,751 2,751 3,762

TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES 1,199,105 1,199,105 803,550

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Entrust commission 22,973 22,973 17,196

Grants payable 909,580 909,580 1,824,861

Running costs 60,594 60,594 67,352

TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 993,147 993,147 1,909,410

MOVEMENT IN TOTAL FUNDS FOR THE 

YEAR - NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) 

FOR THE YEAR 205,958 205,958 (1,105,860)

Total funds at 1 January 2013 1,191,497 1,191,497 2,297,357

TOTAL FUNDS AT 31 December 2013 1,397,455 1,397,455 1,191,497

Cory Environmental Trust in Britain statement of financial activities (incorporating

income and expenditure account) for the year ended 31 December 2013.



Accounts

2013 2012
£ £ £ £

CURRENT ASSETS

Debtors 66,461 57,531

Cash at bank 1,387,084 1,455,744

1,453,545 1,513,275

CREDITORS: amounts

falling due within one year (56,090) (321,778)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 1,397,455 1,191,497

NET ASSETS 1,397,455 1,191,497

TRUST FUNDS 

Restricted funds 1,397,455 1,191,497

TOTAL FUNDS 1,397,455 1,191,497

Cory Environmental Trust in Britain balance sheet as at 31 December 2013.
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